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Polyurethane Applicator Files Benzene, Toluene Lawsuit in
Louisiana Federal Court
NEW ORLEANS –– A new benzene and toluene lawsuit has been filed in Louisiana federal court, asserting
claims on behalf of a former polyurethane applicator who said the sprays he used on a daily basis contained the
harmful chemicals.
In the May 2 lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana, the plaintiffs argued that
as a result of the “long-term benzene exposure,” the plaintiff developed Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia (CLL).
The plaintiffs asserted the claims on behalf of Walter Sarrat, whose employment by Gencote Inc. as a
polyurethane applicator required him to spray barges, sugar silos and other metal objects in an effort to
prevent corrosion.
However, according to the plaintiffs, toluene containing up to 2.5 percent benzene was present in the
polyurethane coatings. As a result of this exposure, Sarrat developed CLL, the plaintiffs allege.
The defendants –– some of which are manufacturers of the product –– knew, or should have known, that the
health hazards of benzene were inherent in their products, the lawsuit states.
“Furthermore, the Defendant committed numerous tortious acts that include, without limitation, negligently
misrepresenting, concealing, suppressing, and omitting material information about the health effects of
benzene and precautionary measures in regard thereto, as specifically alleged below,” the complaint says.
The lawsuit asserts causes of action for negligence, strict product liability, concealment, misrepresentation,
fraud, and loss of consortium.
The plaintiffs also invoke the discovery rule, arguing that “the results of Mr. Sarrat’s exposure to benzene was
inherently undiscoverable.”
The plaintiffs are represented by Richard J. Fernandez and Amber E. Cisney of Law Office of Richard J.
Fernandez LLC in Metairie, La.; and L. Eric Williams of Williams Law Office LLC in Metairie, La.
Sarrat, et al. v. Univar U.S.A. Inc., et al., No. 14-1017 (E.D. La.).
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